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 90,000+ members worldwide

 UK qualifying body for civil engineering

 Independent, impartial and authoritative

 Infrastructure areas of interest:

• Core: energy, transport, waste and resources, 
water and flood management

• Also: digital, housing, green

Institution of Civil Engineers
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 Published annually since 2002

 Previously assessing individual  
infrastructure sectors with ‘scorecard’ 
every 4th/5th year

Now thematic. 2016: ‘devolution’. 2017: 
‘digital’

State of the Nation
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 Generating growth, attracting 
investment

 Linking northern cities

 Mirroring competition of the first 
railway age

Importance of infrastructure
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Importance of infrastructure
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Importance of infrastructure
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 Identify risks and opportunities particularly 
in England

 Underlying themes:
• Squaring local needs with national objectives

• Too much focus on economic growth?

• Skills provision is critical 

• Importance of financing

• Need for systems approach and focus on digital 

• Clear accountability, capability and capacity 

SoN 2016: Devolution
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 Devolution agenda in England: growth 
through infrastructure

 Identifying infrastructure need at 
regional levels:

• Strategic, high level, cross-sector,   
collaborative

 Both enabling devolution, and 

enabled by devolution

Identifying infrastructure need
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 Combined authorities’ settlements 
focus on economic development

 A fait accompli: little discussion on how
devolution will create growth

 Even less on improving quality of life 
and environmental sustainability 

More than economic growth
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 Report launch 30th June 2016, 
Birmingham 

• Simon Ridley, Decentralisation & Growth, 
DCLG

• Cllr Bob Sleigh, Chair, West Mids CA

• David Brown, Chief Exec, Transport for the 
North

• Sir John Armitt, President ICE

 To register go to: bit.do/SoN2016

Report launch


